
Dear Friends and Family                
in Christ,  

“Rejoice in hope, endure in troubles, 
and continue steadfastly in prayer.”  

  - Romans 12: 12 

I don’t think it’s an exaggeration 
to say that the last six months 
have been the most bizarre of my 
40 years on this planet. We 
entered into Great Lent with a 
wonderful, fervent spirit and 
then -- WHAM! Everything 
seemed to be turned upside 
down and inside out in a matter 
of literal days.  

I found myself doing things I 
never thought I would have 
to do: tell people not to come 
to Church; curtail liturgical 
schedules; attend services 
without my family; and 
serve a “split” Pascha. And 
just like that, I became a 
televangelist! 

I want to say this very 
clearly: I never want to 
experience a Holy Week and 
Pascha like that again. 
Addressing only the angels 
and saints in a physically-

empty Church was surreal. It’s 
something I would be happy 
never having to do again. I 
missed seeing the faithful 
participating in the Lenten 
Season. I missed our wonderful 
Lenten Potlucks and Fellowship. 
I missed hearing the contrite 
confessions of the faithful – 
especially the “first confessions” 
of the kids. I missed receiving 
our catechumens on Lazarus 
Saturday. I missed the Agape 
meal on Pascha. Plainly, I missed 
my parish family.  

We did several 
“drive up” events, 
blessing things… 
cars, palms, Pascha 
Baskets. These are 
things that are not 
necessarily 
essential to our 
faith. To share a 
secret, I just 
wanted an 
opportunity to see 
my people. The joy 
in seeing folks as 

they came to their 
beloved Church was so 
moving for me. And now 
with restrictions slightly 
lifted (what reopening 
phase are we in now? 
Green? Dark Yellow? 
Teal? Polka dot?!), it has 
been overwhelming 
emotionally to have 
people in Church to 
receive the Holy 
Mysteries again. On my 
40th birthday there was a 
surprise outdoor 
Fellowship Hour where 
everyone drove up to 

greet me. It was just glorious! 

Now, having mentioned much of 
the negative things that COVID-
19 brought, it also brought us 
some blessings. We started a 
zoom Bible Study on Wednesday 
evenings, with a great response, 
and will continue even after 
these restrictions open up. I have 
seen the expression of relief and 
joy of people tearfully returning 
to Church, people who will never 
take Church attendance for 



(Cont’d from Page 1) granted 
again. We were able, through the 
talents of our Subdeacon 
Sebastian, to live-stream just 
about every service making our 
services available, not just to our 
parishioners, but to literally 
thousands! On Pascha alone we 
had over 2,500 views! I have 
received dozens of thank you 
letters and cards, and the parish 
was blessed by several donations 
thanking us for providing this 
service. I put these names on a 
list I call my “virtual parish” and 
they are being remembered at the 
Liturgy weekly. We thank you 
especially for your financial 
support! I am profoundly 
grateful to my “skeleton crew” of 
six, who faithfully came to 
services and provided the voices, 
and the serving to make this 
offering possible. Your sacrifice 
for the sake of the whole parish 
and beyond is deeply 
appreciated! 

More blessings, personally, were 
that I had the opportunity to 
spend more time with my family. 
We played games together; we 
prayed more together; I got to 
catch up on several Netflix shows 
I had only heard about before; 
and, as a family, we had many 
more meals together. For that 
alone, I am profoundly thankful.  

Guiding a 
parish through 
COVID-19 was 
not something 
taught in 
seminary. I 
suggested to 
my dear friend, 
Fr. John Parker, 
Dean of St. 
Tikhon’s 
Seminary, to 
possibly add a 
“parish in 
pandemic” 

course….  Trying to creatively 
reach out to the faithful and 
maintain a sense of normalcy in 
an abnormal time has been 
daunting. Through it all I am 
thankful for the prayers and 
support of our parish 
community, who have continued 
to weather this present storm as 
true Christians, persevering in 
faith, hope, and love. While I, and 
the Parish Council, made efforts 
to keep in contact with the 
faithful of the parish, I was 
touched by the many calls, texts, 
and emails checking in to see 
how my family and I were doing. 
Truly we were, and still are, all in 
this together.  

My fear going forward is that we 
face a danger greater than any 
virus. Too often of late, I have 
seen people who fall into the “I 
am of Paul” or “I am of Apollos” 
camps. Mask or no mask. 
Government conspiracy or public 
safety. Frankly, I think all of it is 
from the 
Devil, since 
it only 
seeks to 
divide 
good, well-
meaning 
people. Do 
what you 
feel you 

need to do. Don’t judge your 
neighbor. My litmus test I 
continually ask myself has been: 
“Where is Christ in this?” If I 
don’t see Him, then the argument 
or the exercise isn’t worth my 
time.  

Whatever the future will hold, 
God only knows. Every week it 
seems like there is something 
new -- murder hornets 
notwithstanding. Nothing really 
surprises me anymore. Not even 
a phone call from the local police 
telling me a motorcycle went 
through our Church’s front door 
(see that story later in the 
newsletter!) As our Archbishop 
likes to say, the question is not 
“Why is this happening to me?” 
so much as it should be, “What is 
God trying to teach me through 
this?”  

May we all continue to learn love, 
patience, reliance on God, and 
the acceptance of His Holy will in 
our lives. May His mercy protect 
us and keep us safe and in good 
health as we sojourn in this 
unique time in our lives. This too 
shall pass…perhaps like a kidney 
stone, but eventually, this too 
shall pass. In the meantime, for 
goodness sake, go wash your 
hands, and keep us in your holy 
prayers.  

With much love & God’s blessing,  
 

 

Fr. Timothy Hojnicki, Rector 



Annual Pool Party Picnic Palooza! — Our annual parish pool 

party picnic palooza at the Potteiger Senior residence was held on 

Sunday, August 16. A scaled-back event this year, it was a glorious 

day with sunny skies, delicious food, and friendly fellowship! Once 

again, we extend our heartfelt appreciation to Mark and Sherry 

Potteiger and the entire Potteiger family for their gracious and 

generous hospitality! 

It’s Always Something… — Late afternoon 

Wednesday, May 20, an unexpected visitor 

crashed through our front doors. As 

it turns out, a young man and his 

father were testing out a new 

motorcycle in our parking lot. 

During his test ride, the young man 

lost control when the bike hit the 

curb, sent the bike careening through 

the air, into the right portico pillar, 

and through the right entry door!  

The young man was taken to the hospital with 

minor injuries from which he quickly recovered. 

Titanium doors are 

under serious 

consideration as 

replacements! Never a 

dull moment at Holy 

Apostles!  

After much consideration and 
prayer, Holy Apostles’ Annual 
Dinner Dance & Silent Auction at 
the Radisson Hotel Harrisburg 
has been cancelled. As you may 
know, this is our only fundraiser 
of the year, so our decision was 
not arrived at lightly. Given the 
overwhelming complexity and 
uncertainty of the circumstances 
surrounding the COVID-19 
pandemic, we were 
uncomfortable committing the 

considerable effort and resources 
required to undertake this event 
only to have new outbreaks or 
government-imposed restrictions 
force us to cancel at the last 
minute. More importantly, we are 
keenly aware of the financial and 
personal strain our parishioners, 
sponsors, and donors may have 
experienced as a result of 
measures to contain the virus. 
Plans are underway for a scaled-
back fundraising event on the 

originally-scheduled day, 
Sunday, October 25, that will be 
held on Church grounds. (Details 
to be announced soon!) And, 
taking the optimistic viewpoint 
that this crazy situation we all 
find ourselves in will be left 
behind with 2020, we have 
already set the date for next 
year’s event as October 17, 2021. 
God-willing, we hope to see you 
then!  

DINNER DANCE 2020  CANCELLED  



Children’s Lenten Retreat —Our Children’s Lenten 

Retreat was held on Saturday, March 14 before COVID 

restrictions. Children from preschool to middle school 

joined in the learning, fellowship, and fun! Once again, 

for our Lenten charity, we collected items for Backpacks 

of Hope, resulting in twelve fully-loaded backpacks for 

children going into foster care. In addition, our monthly 

charity collection raised $350 for this worthwhile cause.  

LOL Youth Group Update   

Zoom Meetings —March 29, April 26 and May 31 – Each 

Zoom meeting began 

with a Bible lesson 

from Father Timothy 

and then followed 

with fun games and 

activities, including , 

“Spoons,” a 

scavenger hunt, 

“Scattergories,” and 

“True or False.” 

Potteiger Pool — June 30 — After several months of not seeing each other in person, LOL participants 

enjoyed an evening of fun and fellowship at the Potteiger pool! 



Annual Blessing of Vehicles — On Sundays, July 19 and 26, 

after Liturgy we processed to our parking lot and offered 

prayers for the blessing of vehicles and other means of 

transport, as well as for the 

safety of those who travel.   

Building Blocks of Faith: 2020 Vacation 

Church School (VCS) —“Building Blocks of 

Faith” was the theme of our streamlined-due-

to-COVID-restrictions VCS held August 3 to 5. 

Using the popular children’s toy, Legos, pre- 

through high school youth, learned how to 

have faith and be 

patient from stories 

of the Old and New 

Testament relevant 

to their experiences 

of living through 

and coping with 

the COVID-19 

pandemic. Such 

lessons included, Noah and 

his ark; the Prophet Elijah; 

St. John the Baptist; and the 

Apostles in the Upper 

Room. They engaged in 

lessons, craft projects, and 

games, and prepared 

snacks all based on the theme. The older 
students met at the Potteiger pool the first two 

evenings with mini-lessons on the topic, 
followed by fellowship and pool time. The 

final evening, everyone participated in 
activities and Vespers at Church, after which 
they enjoyed s’mores and other snacks at the 
fire pit. It was a wonderful time of prayer, 
education, crafts, charity, and fellowship! 

BIRTHS 

Micah Alexi Kulik, May 7 

Samson Jude Linnehan, August 1 

Congratulations and Many Years! 

 

BAPTISM 

Micah Alexi Kulik, June 15 

Congratulations and Many Years to Micah, his 

family, and his Godparents! 

 

CHRISMATIONS 

Nathan Doan,  Seraphim (Don) Fair, &  

James Myers, August 16 

Congratulations and Many Years to them, their 

families, and their sponsors! 

MEMORY  ETERNAL  

+Basil  “Bil l”  Sumple  
March 30,  2020  

 



Our 2020 Graduates 
Aidan Gaither 

University of Pittsburgh 

Major:  Biology  Minor: Chemistry 

Spending a gap year working as an EMT in Pittsburgh with future plans 

to attend Physician’s Assistant School 
 

Matthew Grant Gombert 

Messiah University 

BA, Philosophy  

Medieval Humanities Teacher, Veritas School, Richmond, VA 

 

James Michael Hrehowsik 

Central Penn College 

BA, Business Administration. 

Supply System Analyst for the U.S. federal government  

 

Mariana King 

Marymount Manhattan College  

BFA, Musical Theatre  

High school musical director at Dock Mennonite Academy, Lansdale, 

PA. Also, teaching dance and acting, LibertyMe, Lansdale. 

 
Jacob Kurtz 

Eastern University & the Templeton Honors College 

BA, Criminal Justice 

Probation Officer, Montgomery County, PA 

 
Christian Tegene 

University of Pittsburgh  

Major: Biology, Minor: Chemistry 

Spending gap year applying to and preparing for medical school, which 

he hopes to start in Fall 2021.  
 

Grace Pope   

Big Spring High School 

Future plans TBD 

Congratulations & Best of Luck in Your Future Endeavors! 

May God Grant You All Many Years! 



Visits by Archbishop Mark —We were 

blessed to host His Eminence 

Archbishop Mark over the weekend of 

June 20 and 21. He graciously filled-in 

for Father Timothy over the weekend of 

July 11 and 12 while he was away on his 

annual family vacation. Many Thanks to 

Archbishop Mark! We pray that God 

grant him good health and many years!  

Holy Apostles 

20/20 Campaign 

Update  
 

As of  

August 1,  

we raised $51,500 of 

the $202,000 goal 

 If you had planned to attend, 

donate to, or be a sponsor of 

Holy Apostles’ Annual 

Dinner Dance & Silent 

Auction this year, we kindly 

request that you still consider 

making a contribution to our 

soon-to-be-announced 

abbreviated fundraiser. To 

donate, use the enclosed, pre-

addressed envelope, or go to 

our parish website:  

holyapostleschurch.org   

We appreciate all of your 

kind and generous support to 

our growing community! 

http://www.holyapostleschurch.org


"C o m e  a n d  S e e . " 

 

 

Father Timothy’s 4th Decade —A drive-by party was held Sunday, June 
14 to commemorate Father Timothy’s 40th Birthday.   

May God grant him many years!  


