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“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations…”  St. Matthew 28:19  

                                                                                                        
UPDATED PARISH COVID DIRECTIVES – September 2020 

 
Dear Faithful of Holy Apostles Church,  
 
Glory to Jesus Christ! 
 
As we continue to sojourn during this time of COVID we, as a parish, are constantly adapting to the challenges, and 
trying to meet the needs of the faithful as they are presented.  
 
First, thank you to everyone for your continued patience. God knows, this present COVID experience is trying and our 
measures to deal with it are not perfectly ideal, but that we are trying as best we can to keep our community as 
“normal” as possible under the circumstances. Since March, we have been constantly updating our policies according 
to what our Archbishop blesses, sometimes that which was written down, other times things his Eminence has said to 
me directly. While the governmental rules seem to fluctuate in terms of allowed attendance at public events, we have 
maintained about a 50% occupancy with physical distancing, which again, not being ideal, works to fulfill these 
requirements. The CDC recommends masks if you cannot physically distance yourself. If you cannot wear one for a 
legitimate reason, then do so without judging others and respecting their space. The same goes for those who feel they 
need to wear masks. As I have said all along, whatever you do, be respectful and mindful of one another. 
 
Our limited Fellowship Hour has been well received. Please be aware of social distancing and mask wearing, or simply 
go outside. While the weather is still decent, we should take advantage of it.  
 
As God would have it, our parish has actually grown since March and so we need to tweak the attendance allotment by 
alphabet since our weeks are off balanced in numbers. We will now follow these groupings: 

 Alphabet group A - M 
 Alphabet group N - Y 
 Vespers and Feastday services are open to everyone.  

With the Archbishop’s blessing and the Parish Council’s approval all Catechumens and college students (and their 
drivers) are permitted to come every week as we want to connect these two specific groups as much as possible. As I 
mentioned before, if there is a particular week you would like to attend services that isn’t your designated time, just 
please let me know. All I ask is that you work with me. I know some are frustrated that they cannot come every week. 
Others think things are too lax. While these might seem cumbersome and a pain, I do not think they are terribly 
unreasonable given what others are being required of in other places and given what is being asked of us. These are, of 
course, temporary measures. 
 
Also, In the past few weeks, I have heard directly from a few (but indirectly from others). that parishioners were having 
difficulty attending because of work rules of being around more than 25 people and strict mask requirements. I wish 
more people would have come to me directly and told me this. For this reason, after discussing with the Parish Council, 
and with the Archbishop’s blessing, we will also begin a “mask required” Liturgy on the first Saturday of the month 
beginning Saturday, October 3, at 9:30 am. Anyone who attends will be asked to please wear a mask. This way our 
whole community is given the possibility to receive the Holy Mysteries, and still be able to follow their work 
requirements. 
 
St. Paul writes to the Church in Corinth: “I have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some.” (1 
Corinthians 9:22) I acknowledge there is no perfect solution, and whatever I/we do someone will be upset. Forgive me. 
We are trying to do the best we can, and I ask your prayers, your patience, and your cooperation. This will eventually 
pass. I have faith that we as a community will be stronger for it having gone through this present trial. May our 
heavenly patrons continue to intercede for us before the throne of God that we stay safe and healthy, “bearing one 
another’s burdens and so fulfilling the law of Christ.” (Galatians 6:2)    
 
With much love & the Lord’s blessing,  


